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Introduction 

Integrated Publishing?  

An Integrated Publishing solution enables content owners and creators to 
get their message in time to the right place, using the most effective 
medium.  

It is not just about a cross-media publishing environment where editorial and 
design are no longer geared towards one specific output format or production 
environment. Integrated Publishing is more. It makes sure that next to the 
core publishing activities within an organization the tools are in place to 
integrate other processes, people and places.  

It is not just a powerful set of individual tools for editorial and design; these 
should be integrated within a collaborative workspace that offers the flexibility 
to setup campaigns organized across different media by a large diversity of 
people each having their particular role in the publishing process.  

To achieve this, content creators and owners should initially not bother too 
much about actual source files (for txt, images, artwork, layouts, sound, video, 
...) or applications (from Adobe, Microsoft, Quark, Apple, Autodesk, ...). First 
of all look at a dome workflow, based on standardized meta-information ī an 
óXML-flavorô ī which can be used in an open architecture to drive 
multiple/mixed output media for soft-/hardcopy, narrow-/broadcast, 
static/personalized, ...  

The real challenge of Integrated Publishing is not situated in the production 
process, but rather at the creative side where much more flexibility is needed. 
There are many (database) publishing solutions available that can do a nice 
job of streamlining content into a specific (often rigid) automated production 
output (e.g. editorial workflows for newspapers, catalog production systems, 
web content management, etc). The challenge is to put a layer on top of those 
solutions that offers a real flexible environment, independent from the final 
output, wherein a wide variety of participants can collaborate on publications.  

The goal is to bring structure and organization into the creative departments 
through a collaborative and easy-to-use dome Workspace wherein ideas can 
be shared, prepared, planned, organized, tracked and realized. Cautious 
change management and communication about the vision behind such a 
solution can convince designers and editors that such an environment is not a 
straightjacket but an enabler for their creative processes. If this can be done 
without wakening the impression flexibility is being restricted it will offer them 
some clear added value within their daily activities. We'll have to work with 
good profiling providing guided access into an integrated publishing 
environment where they feel at home and can do things which never would be 
possible on their individual desktops. 

Unlike many (re-)production-oriented solutions, Integrated Publishing goes 
beyond mere production control and offers content owners and creative 
people get access into such automated workflows through a flexible GUI.  
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The Solution?  

With the MediaWay Suite, ProImage provides a new breed of editorial 
content-management systems that provides real integrated cross-media 
benefits to print and digital publishers, brand owners, creative agencies or any 
kind of department that can benefit from the power of a centralized editorial 
workflow environment.  

MediaWay enables users to easily and efficiently edit content in a 
collaborative way for different media. MediaWay makes the re-purposing of 
content and outputting it to print or other media quick and easy. 

MediaWay is a modular publishing solution. Modules of the MediaWay Suite 
cover all the different phases of a publicationôs production, from its definition 
to final publication and archival. The modules can either be accessed through 
a standard web browser (using Java-technology) or a plug-in for Adobeôs 
Creative Suite products.  

MediaWay Publishing Suite Modules 

Å MediaWay Catalog 

MediaWay Catalog provides a content repository and digital asset 
management system (DAM) with access from all the other modules in 
the Suite and external systems. This rich media Content Management 
Server (CMS) has powerful searching capabilities with content retrieval, 
automatic content loading, historical archiving and revision control.  

Å MediaWay Publication Workflow Server  

This module adds to the basic repository (MediaWay Catalog) and is a 
powerful and flexible content management and workflow engine for the 
editorial and design processes. Complete articles or individual article 
items ï as text, images, illustrations, tables, templates, advertisements, 
logos and more can be planned and managed within a centralized 
workspace. Their status can be tracked on different levels at any time 
throughout the editorial and design workflows. Adobe InDesign pages 
can be deconstructed into a collection of geometry containers, a set of 
XML content and CSS style sheets that can be tracked, edited, 
approved and archived individually in an efficient workflow.  

Å MediaWay WebPublisher 

MediaWay WebPublisher adds to the MediaWay Catalog repository 
the functionality to generate web pages from content available in 
MediaWay. MediaWay WebPublisher does this through drag and drop 
of content into placeholders in HTML templates. The latter can also be 
done in background, triggered by workflow events, without any manual 
intervention. This offers true repurposing of content across print- and 
web-output.  

Å MediaWay Editor 

MediaWay Editor provides a state-of-the-art web-based XML-editor 
with copy fitting functionality for writing and editing stories from any 
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location for publication in any media. This built-in story editor is an 
alternative to individual desktop licenses of Adobe InCopy or Microsoft 
Word. With MediaWay Editor there is no need to have a specific 
version of these applications installed locally. This user-friendly XML-
editor can be launched through a standard web browser, providing 
access to centralized dictionaries, spelling checking, version tracking, 
and more.  

Å MediaWay Plug-ins  

Plug-ins connect the MediaWay system with Adobe InDesign and 
Adobe InCopy, both part of the Adobe Creative Suite. The MediaWay 
Plug-ins expand the design-flexibility of InDesign with direct access 
into MediaWay content management and editorial workflow solution to 
boost the productivity of layout driven publications. This process can be 
automated through scripting using content retrieval from external data 
sources, rule-based pagination mechanisms, and more.  

While InDesign takes care of all graphically rich layout functionality, 
InCopy can be used as story editor and alternative to MediaWay Editor.  

As objects ï text and images ï can be stored on the MediaWay system 
outside the actual InDesign layout, the use of MediaWay Plug-ins also 
provides direct access to text and images in a layout from within the 
MediaWay GUI. This approach eliminates the need to use InDesign or 
InCopy for basic editing and enables a more open and collaborative way 
of publishing.  

An intelligent locking mechanism allows multiple designers or writers to 
work simultaneously on the same documents. This can even be done in 
a mixed environment whereby people collaboratively work from within a 
browser and the plug-in. Both access methods simply require a 
connection to the MediaWay server using the local area network or a 
standard internet connection.  

Å MediaWay PagePlanner 

The MediaWay PagePlanner is an edition planning and pagination 
module for layout-driven publications. Use edition templates to quickly 
create a flat plan, merge these with advertising information, group pages 
by section, assign color schemes, link with InDesign master templates, and 
more.  
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Figure 1: MediaWay Integrated Publishing Suite 

MediaWay Publishing Suite Architecture 

MediaWay provides an open, flexible work environment that enables the 
reuse of content for multiple destinations, separating content creation from the 
media to which it is delivered.  

MediaWay optimizes the production process from content creation and 
storage to the management of complex workflows.  

MediaWay provides advanced workflow functionality that is extremely flexible 
and has a simple, graphical user interface allowing the user to easily define 
and control any flow in order to process and transform the information 
received. The control of both the automatic and manual phases of the 
workflow greatly increases the efficiency of the content creation and 
production process.  

MediaWay key capabilities include the use of XML as application/output-
independent format, providing a top-notch editor XML web client word-
processor to support media-neutral structures with media-specific decisions.  

At the base is MediaWay Catalog, a complete digital asset management and 
archiving system. Most usual file formats can be stored in this content store 
and then searched for and retrieved using full-text and metadata queries 
(development of new indexing filters could be necessary for proprietary data).  

MediaWay can export publications and integrate post-processing XML 
transformations and external programsô chain calls in order to generate 
products and publish it where needed.  
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Figure 2: Convert Objects into Pages with MediaWay 

The integrated MediaWay Publishing Suite is built on leading-edge 
technology, with an open architecture, relying on XML, application servers 
and relational databases. The system is based on Java 2 Enterprise Edition 
(J2EE). It can be deployed on different application servers from IBM, Oracle, 
Sun, JBoss and BEA, and supports most commonly used relational database 
technologies (Oracle, SQLServer, PostgreSQL) through JDBC. ProImage 
chose to standardize on JBoss-Tomcat as application and web server and a 
Microsoft SQLServer database to pare down implementation cost/time and 
assure state-of-the-art worldwide service capabilities. This however does not 
restrict the product platform independency, and ensures easy compatibility 
and integration with customersô specific existing environments where this 
would offer added value that goes beyond ProImage standardization benefits.  

To optimize content handling, management and storage, MediaWay uses 
relational SQL databases for metadata and transaction-related data, and the 
Lucene engine (other engines could be supported) for full-text search.  

The application interface for the end-user and the administrator is web-based 
(the use of a Java-applet enables additional GUI-richness). The use of a web-
interface for MediaWay is simplifying the remote access to catalogs and 
production folders from any location and operating system supporting Java 
applets (Windows flavors, Mac OS, Linux, é). The client-server connection is 
performed through XML messages using http protocol, which facilitates 
integration with existing applications, either located on the same LAN or not.  
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Even though MediaWay is a complete and integrated solution, some modules 
can function as individual components and may be easily integrated to a 
companyôs existing editorial and publishing production systems.  

Integrating one or more modules, MediaWay can be used to provide:  

- web-based digital asset management (MediaWay Catalog). 

- web content management for web publishers (MediaWay  
WebPublisher). 

- multi-edition planning including multiple print sites (MediaWay 
PagePlanner).  

- workflow for content management and editorial/design processes of print- 
and web-publications (MediaWay Publication Workflow Server).  

- MediaWay Plug-ins. InDesign/InCopy plugs-ins for layout driven 
publications and long document pagination.  

- MediaWay Editor. High end web-client for XML word processing.  

Some of its components can be used separately as part of customized 
solutions.  

The following sections in this Whitepaper describe each of the modules in 
more detail.  
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MediaWay Catalog 

Extended Content Management Solution 

MediaWay Catalog is a powerful application that provides digital asset management as 
well as archiving capabilities. MediaWay Catalog provides the core content storage and 
cataloguing services for the MediaWay Publishing Suite solution. It can be used 
standalone or integrated with the rest of the suite. The content server may store files in 
any format, which can then be searched for and retrieved using full-text and metadata 
queries. 
 

Centralized Repository and Multi-library Catalog 

Content is stored in the MediaWay Catalog, a centralized server accessible remotely 
from different geographical locations. This server will host a number of libraries of 
content, or catalogs. Text, stories, pages, photos, graphics, videos and wires are stored in 
a uniform data model in these libraries. Users can access all types of information through 
the same interface. 

When performing a search an optimized query across the MediaWay Catalog will result 
in a user-friendly representation of all results to the user. 
 

 

Figure 3: Example of a Catalog Screen Showing Multi-catalog Structure 


